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rapidly downwards, was in any place perceptible.
In the Riviera earthquake, the seismic sea-waves
point to a small displacement of the ocean-bed;
but it is only in the long fault-scarp of the central
Japanese plain that we find a rival of the mountain-
making movements that gave rise to the Indian
earthquake.

The boundary of the epicentral area, to the growth
of which these distortions contributed, is represented
by the curve marked A in Fig. 68, and on a larger
scale by the continuous line A in Fig. 75. A great
part of the district is occupied by a group of hills
known by various names locally, but which are con-
veniently included under the general term of the
Assam range. To avoid the confusion of hill-
shading, only the boundary of the range is indicated
(by the broken line) in the map in Fig. 75. The
Garo hills form the western part, and the Khasi and
Jaintia hills the central and western parts, of the
range as there depicted. They are formed chiefly
of crystalline gneissic and granitic rocks and some
metamorphic schists and quarzite, with cretaceous
and tertiary rocks of varying thickness along its
southern edge.

Three stages have been distinguished in the
history of the range. During the earliest, an old
land-surface was worn down by rain and rivers till
they were almost incapable of producing any further
change. Traces of this surface are still visible in the
plateau character of the mass. It was then elevated,
not uniformly, but along a series of faults, so that it
now consists of a succession of ranges, the face of
each range being a fault-scarp, and its crest the
edge of an adjoining plateau sloping away from the